
Parish Council Minutes 

          February 17, 2022, 6:30 pm in-person and on Zoom 

 

Present:  Paul Peterson (Chair), Father Steve Brice, Bob Ostrowski, Steve Bergin, Nicole Smith, Jim Haine, 

Vern Schroth, Joanna Slattery, Dave Rosenthal, Susan Zach (secretary) 

Not present:  Chet Przybylski, Sandy Retzki, Katy Czerwinski, Deacon Bill 

1. 6:40 pm – Opening Prayer for the Synod 

2. Minutes approved as written 

 

3. Financial Summary (based on combined written report by Vern and John Clifford) 

January collections were $ 5,104 over budget. Year-to-date collections are over budget by 

$4,149. Collections include about $ 10,000 of one-time contributions from several parishioners. 

Total revenue is over budget by $ 43,359 of which $28,385 is due to one large endowment. 

Total expenses for the month were under budget but continue to be over YTD budget. 

Year-to-date total income exceeds expenses by $ 101,891.  

Restricted funds in the operational budget total $ 153,642. Amount available for General 

Operations is $ 53,113. 

The Finance Council remains optimistically watchful and will keep the parish informed. 

Financial Stewardship committee is requesting $ 2-3,000 for an evaluation of parish engagement 

in May to assess how our work on “Divine Renovation” is going. 

4. Mission and Vision of Synod Steering Committee (Father Steve) 

“A hoped-for result for Holy Spirit Parish is a church more responsive to the needs of the world, 

a greater diversity of gifts being shared, and a broader consultation on how those gifts are put 

to use.” 

Listening sessions within the parish will be set up during Lent. The process of listening and 

preparing our report for the diocese will continue until August 2022. Our results will be included 

in a report that the diocese will send to Rome in preparation for an international gathering in 

October 2023. 

Study Groups within the parish include: 1) Committees and Councils, 2) Women (Karen Clifford), 

Youth 9 – 12 (Julie Meadows), Men (Bob Wolensky). 

Study Groups outside the parish include: LGBTQ (Paulette Bye), Ecumenical Churches (Father 

Steve), Homeless, Poor (Father Placid Stroik), Divorced (Rae Ann Thomas). 

 

Council members discussed the official stand of the Catholic Church in regard to various issues 

and populations in our community, including Catholics who have been divorced, those who 

identify as LGBTQ, the homeless population, and Christians of other denominations. They agree 

that healing needs to occur, and that the church needs to reach out to these groups.  



All member of the Parish Council agreed that we want to be a church that is welcoming and 

inclusive. The Parish Council supports Pope Francis’ call to Synodality and wishes our parish to 

be part of the process. 

 

5. Letter of Understanding between FOCUS and Holy Spirit Parish 

Father Steve and staff have recently visited with the regional director for FOCUS, and he reports 

that the recruiting process for campus missionary teams is going well. They do need more male 

applicants, however. Their goal is to add 20 campuses this year, and they feel quite certain they 

can send us a team in August. 

Holy Spirit is planning for a 3-year commitment to FOCUS, at the cost of $ 68,000 per year. Of 

this $204,000 total, $ 120,000 has been pledged. 

Bishop Callahan will send a Letter of Support to FOCUS, and diocesan staff are considering 

possible financial support to Holy Spirit for this purpose. 

FOCUS states the total cost per year to run their program at Holy Spirit to be $ 315,000. As part 

of the Letter of Understanding, FOCUS is granted permission to undertake additional fundraising 

in our diocese, which includes national fundraising and individual missionary fundraising. 

 

The Parish Council supports Holy Spirit applying for a FOCUS team. 

 

6. Update on Afghan Refugee Resettlement (Father Steve) 

A second Afghan family has arrived in Stevens Point and is temporarily staying at the St. Joseph 

Rectory. This family is being aided by a Core Team composed of members of both Holy Spirit and 

St. Joseph Parishes. John and Mary Droske are leading this team. 

A third family will arrive very soon, to be aided by a Holy Spirit Core Team led by Todd and 

Nancy Huspeni.  

 

Steve Bergin noticed that he saw a Welcome sign in Arabic (Dari or Pashto) outside St. Anne’s 

Parish in Wausau. He suggested that we do the same using our electronic sign. 

 

7. Nominations for Parish Council will occur during weekend Masses on March 12 – 13. Susan and 

Dave will be making follow-up calls to the nominees. Elections will occur May 14 – 15. 

 

8. Next meeting:  March 17, 6:30 pm 

 

Closing prayer (Father Steve) and adjourn, 7:55 pm. 

 


